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Main goals:

• Quantify flood consequences and characteristics in the EU and the MENA region, based on 
recorded disaster impacts

• Compare these to the public perception of natural disasters using survey data
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Data source: Al Saud (2022) ; EU (n.d.).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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MAIN RESULTS
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1) MORE FLOOD

EVENTS IN THE EU 
THAN IN THE

MENA REGION

2) LARGER

ECONOMIC IMPACTS

IN THE EU
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Data sources: CRED (2025), World Bank Group (2025).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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LARGER HUMAN

IMPACTS IN THE

MENA REGION
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Data sources: CRED (2025), World Bank Group (2025).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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Autumn in Western 
Mediterranean

Winter in Eastern 
Mediterranean
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Data source: CRED (2025).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)

SEASONAL PATTERNS

IN FLOOD IMPACTS
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Many flood events all around the 
Mediterranean

Floods have major impacts in the 
Arabian Peninsula

NUMBER OF EVENTS ECONOMIC LOSSES

NUMBER OF DEATHS NUMBER OF AFFECTED PEOPLE

116 EVENTS

77 EVENTS

38 EVENTS

EXTREME WEATHER EVENT

FLOOD

GEOLOGICAL DISASTER

WILDFIRE, FOREST FIRE

Data source: CRED (2025).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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Data source: European Commission (2024).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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Comparison between public 
perception and recorded impacts

EM-DAT 
ranking

Euro-
barometer 

ranking

Estimation of 
floods at a 

national level, 
compared to 
other natural 

hazards
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Data source: CRED (2025), European Commission (2024).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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by the public in Southern EU
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impacts in the 
MENA region
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Limitations
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• Methods of gathering 
information in EM-DAT

• EM-DAT inclusion 
criteria

• Classification of events 
in the database
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Improvements in flood research are still 
needed

Especially in arid and semi-arid countries Major data gaps to fill in

Public perception surveys, especially in the MENA
region

Combination of public perception and registered 
impacts
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION

Any questions?
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Data source: European Commission (2024).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)

Extreme weather events: first in 
the public perception

Floods: second

NATIONAL EXPOSURE

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE

PERSONAL EXPOSURE

EXTREME WEATHER EVENT

FLOOD

GEOLOGICAL DISASTER

WILDFIRE, FOREST FIRES



27

Data source: CRED (2025), European Commission (2024).
Country borders: Natural Earth (2025)
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